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THIS IS A SUMMER H.E.A.T. ADVISORY

JULY 4 HOLIDAY FATALITY PREDICTIONS:

 (ATLANTA) The Georgia State Patrol (GSP) and the Georgia Department of Motor Vehicle Safety (DMVS) have released their predictions for traffic crashes, injuries and fatalities for the July 4th Holiday weekend period.  Crash analysis experts at GSP and DMVS are predicting 2,044 traffic crashes, 665 injuries and 14 fatalities during this 54-hour holiday period.

Last year, there were 2,453 crashes resulting in 711 injuries and 19 fatalities during a 78-hour July 4th Holiday period.

GSP Colonel Georgia Ellis said “The statistics bear out the reasons why State Troopers will be on full patrol during the holiday period.   Last year, eleven of the nineteen fatalities in Georgia involved impaired drivers and 15 of those killed were not wearing seatbelts or using other safety equipment.” 

As a result, more than 500 other local law enforcement agencies around the state will be enforcing “Operation Zero Tolerance” during the July 4th Holiday period. The OZT statewide Impaired Driving Enforcement Campaign is coordinated each year by the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.  “You Drink, You Drive, You Lose.” 

GOHS Director Robert Dallas said motorists should be prepared to encounter random road checks and concentrated patrols all across Georgia.  “And as part of the “100 Days of Summer H.E.A.T.” enforcement campaign, officers will also be ticketing drivers who violate the posted speed limits or drive aggressively.”  Aggressive driving can include yelling and making obscene gestures, running red-lights, tailgating, weaving in-and-out of traffic, cutting-off other drivers or blocking them from changing lanes.

“This high visibility enforcement has proven effective for raising driver awareness and staying sober, staying alive and staying out of those holiday statistics,” said Director Dallas. 

For law enforcement ride-alongs or more information about the July 4th Holiday fatality statistics, contact TFC Larry Schnall or Gordy Wright at the Georgia State Patrol Office of Public Information at 404-657-7597.
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