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Sample Letter to the Editor

Letter to the Editor

(INSERT NEWSPAPER NAME)



(INSERT DATE)

To the Editor: 

SPEEDERS, TAILGATERS, AGGRESSIVE DRIVERS… 

…GET READY TO FEEL THE H.E.A.T. !

Summer travelers beware!  Buckle your safety belts, secure the kids in safety seats, drive sober and watch the speed limit as you take your families on the road for the summer holidays.  The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) knows you’ll be sharing those highways with the lead-foots, illegal lane changers and impaired drivers as you motor to your vacation destinations this summer.

But this vacation season, there’s good news for Georgia’s good drivers.  For the first time in the history of Georgia highway safety, the truly dangerous drivers will face a truly effective countermeasure.  GOHS is calling it the “One Hundred Days of Summer HEAT,” and for good reason.   

From Memorial Day, through Independence Day, and on past Labor Day, waves of law enforcement patrols will be cracking down on the impaired and dangerous drivers who place hundreds of innocent lives in peril here every year.   For more than three months, from May 24th through September 6th, the travel report for Georgia’s summer holiday season will include continuing “HEAT” for anyone who recklessly climbs behind the wheel with high-risk driving habits. 

The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety is coordinating the efforts of officers from more than 500 agencies working together across the state.   To those officers, H.E.A.T. is a driver safety campaign that means “Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic.”

But to the bad drivers who are pulled over during the waves of concentrated patrols or stopped at the statewide road checks, HEAT will mean more than a roadside delay.   Bad drivers will feel the HEAT on their checkbooks, license points and insurance rates when they receive citations for speeding and aggressive driving.. tickets for failing to buckle-up the kids or wear safety belts..  and jail time for drunk and drugged driving.

Why put all that HEAT on bad Georgia drivers?  Because DMVS data shows motor vehicle crashes in Georgia actually outnumber the murder rate here, by three-to-one.   That means over 15-thousand people lost their lives in motor vehicle crashes in Georgia in just the past ten years.   Moreover, crashes account for one half of the traffic congestion suffered by all of us.






(MORE)

So this year in May, the One Hundreds Days of Summer HEAT will start-up a statewide campaign concentrating on speeders during the Memorial Day holiday, accompanied by a simultaneous “Click It Or Ticket” safety belt and child seat enforcement mobilization.

As the HEAT campaign continues enforcement efforts on into summer, “Operation Zero Tolerance” will kick-in during the July 4th travel schedule, and once again during the Labor Day holiday, as police patrol for impaired drivers and speeders. 

The One Hundred Days of Summer HEAT campaign is especially designed to reduce fatality crashes on Georgia’s highway systems by targeting speeders around Georgia’s metropolitan areas.  During 2002, the latest year for which statistics have been compiled, Unsafe or Illegal Speed counted in the top two factors contributing to fatal crashes in Georgia.

As Summer HEAT wraps up around Labor Day, the Georgia State Patrol will partner with state and local police agencies in neighboring Alabama, Florida, North and South Carolina and Tennessee to conduct “Hands Across The Border.”   Law enforcement partners will hold joint road checks and combined concentrated patrols on connecting Interstate Highways and secondary corridors in six states across the South East.

Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Director, Bob Dallas says the One Hundred Days of Summer HEAT will be the longest, toughest, most ambitious highway safety initiative ever attempted in this state.   “On average every week, 29 people die in motor vehicle crashes in Georgia,” said Director Dallas.   “We know car crashes are NOT a natural cause of death.  The crashes that kill, maim and injure thousands of Georgians each year ARE preventable and that’s the goal of Summer HEAT.”   

So once again, drive sober, buckle-up and slow-down this summer.  We don’t want to meet you by accident.

Sincerely, 

(NAME)

(RANK UNIT)

(CITY, COUNTY, STATE AGENCY) and the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety
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Visit us on the web at www.georgiahighwaysafety.org
Sonny Perdue, Governor                      

 Robert F. Dallas, Director
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