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Sample Letter to the Editor

Letter to the Editor

(INSERT NEWSPAPER NAME) 



                (INSERT DATE)

To the Editor:

Police officers in Georgia know from experience that the worry of getting a traffic ticket is sometimes the only motivation for motorists and their passengers to buckle-up their safety belts.  That’s why law enforcement officers here and across the country are joining the national Click It or Ticket Mobilization this Memorial Day holiday.

In Georgia, it’s part of the One Hundred Days Of Summer Heat campaign launched by the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.  Law enforcement will patrol our roads all summer long to raise driver awareness about the deadly consequences of speed, impaired driving, and failure to use safety belts and child restraints.  

From Monday, May 24, through Sunday, June 6, officers will conduct Click It or Ticket concentrated patrols and high profile road checks at points all over the state to enforce Georgia “Primary Safety Belt Law.”   The law allows deputies, police and state troopers to write seat belt violation tickets after simply observing an unbelted driver or passenger.  Otherwise, many motorists—especially teenagers and young adult drivers—still wouldn’t make one of the most effective moves for staying alive: Buckling up.

Teens and young adults are really at risk.  Motor vehicle crashes are still the leading cause of death for teenagers and young adults in America. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 59-percent of passenger vehicle occupants killed in crashes weren’t wearing their safety belts in 2002.  

Bottom line is, law enforcement officers would rather write someone a ticket than find that person dead or critically injured because they weren’t restrained in a crash.  High visibility enforcement like Click It or Ticket has proven effective to increase safety belt use in Georgia, so officers will be ticketing unbelted drivers and their passengers.

So, wear your safety belt every trip, every time -- and encourage your teens and passengers to do the same.  Or, risk getting a ticket--  Especially during the Click It or Ticket Mobilization, May 24 through June 6th.

Sincerely,

(NAME)

(RANK /UNIT)

(CITY,COUNTY,STATE AGENCY) and the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety
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Visit us on the web at www.georgiahighwaysafety.org
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