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THIS IS A SUMMER H.E.A.T. ADVISORY

SOUTHEASTERN HIGHWAYS TARGETED FOR

JULY 4TH SUMMER H.E.A.T. ENFORCEMENT 

(ATLANTA)  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Administrator 

Dr. Jeffrey Runge, announced today that NHTSA has adopted the 100 Days of Summer H.E.A.T. speed and aggressive driving campaign as a law enforcement model to focus on the reduction of needless deaths and injuries that occur each year in the Southeast.

     At a morning news conference here, highway safety and enforcement agency officials from every state in the region gathered at the Georgia Transportation Management Center for an unprecedented show of support for this Summer-long sustained enforcement initiative.

    “Every year, the July 4th holiday is one of the deadliest times for motorists to be on the roadways,” said Dr. Runge.  “NHTSA has joined forces with law enforcement agencies from eight Southeastern states in a unified commitment to crack-down on unsafe drivers who speed or drive impaired by alcohol or drugs.”

    NHTSA officials say the most recent regional data shows 164 traffic related deaths occurred across the Southeast during the July 4th holiday week.  Out of those fatalities, 64 people were killed in speed-related crashes and 88 others died in alcohol-related crashes.

     “And each year across the Southeast, during the summer months alone we lose more than twenty-five-hundred lives,” said NHTSA Southeast Region Administrator Tony Schiavone.  “About 32-percent of those victims are killed in speed-related traffic crashes.  Strict enforcement crackdowns like Summer H.E.A.T. are the proven effective way to keep this region’s roads safe.”   

     The Summer H.E.A.T. speed and aggressive driving campaign was mobilized in Georgia after statistics revealed a growing number of fatality crashes were speed-related and those deadly numbers were actually beginning to outpace alcohol-related crash deaths. “People are driving faster and faster on our southern highways and the peak speeds are building during these summer months,” said Director Robert Dallas of the Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.  “We want Summer HEAT to raise Georgia driver awareness.  We want motorists here to stay sober, stay safe and stay out of the holiday headlines and statistics,” said Dallas. 
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For more information:


Jim Shuler, GOHS Public Affairs


404-656-6996 or 888-420-0767
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