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GOHS Hosts Hands Across The Border August 29 thru September 3, 2004

GEORGIA TROOPERS PARTNER WITH NEIGHBOR STATES

FOR OPERATION ZERO TOLERANCE ENFORCEMENT

(Atlanta) For six days leading up to the Labor Day holiday weekend, the Georgia State Patrol and local police and sheriff’s deputies will participate in the 13th Annual Hands Across The Border highway safety awareness campaign.  Georgia law enforcement will join their partners from six bordering states in a major southeastern Zero Tolerance enforcement effort coordinated by the  Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.

“Hands Across The Border is a great opportunity every year for law enforcement officers from our adjoining states to partner with each other and make a commitment to save lives on ALL our roadways, ALL year long,” said GOHS Director Bob Dallas.   This year the high-profile enforcement initiative is scheduled in time for the Labor Day nationwide Operation Zero Tolerance mobilization. 

Troopers from neighboring state agencies will meet at Georgia Welcome Centers near the state borders.   “The highlight is the traditional handshake between law enforcement officers from both sides of the state lines,” said Director Dallas.  “They make a pledge of cooperation to work together to reduce the crashes, fatalities and serious injuries on our highways.“ 

After the speeches and media coverage, the officers motorcade to the adjoining state’s visitor center and repeat their pledge.  The night before the handshakes, officers from the two states have already come together for multi-state Sobriety Checkpoints and Concentrated Patrols.  The week-long operation sends a message to the motoring public that traffic laws will be strictly enforced from state-to-state in a seamless effort to save lives during the deadly Labor Day Holiday travel period.

More than 15-hundred people died on Georgia roadways last year, where one out of three crash deaths is alcohol-related.  This year, the Hands Across The Border campaign is part of the “One Hundred Days Of Summer Heat” initiative sponsored by the Georgia Governor's Office of Highway Safety to raise awareness about the deadly consequences of speed, impaired driving, and failure to use safety belts and child restraints.

For more information, visit the GOHS website at www.gahighwaysafety.org or call your local law enforcement agency and ask how you can make a difference in your community.
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