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STATEWIDE ZERO TOLERANCE OPERATION TO TARGET IMPAIRED DRIVERS DURING JULY 4 HOLIDAY TRAVEL PERIOD

(ATLANTA)  The message is simple. You drive impaired in Georgia, you WILL go to jail.  It is Zero-Tolerance (OZT).

During the July- fourth holiday travel period, state and local law enforcement officers will blanket Georgia’s roadways with high visibility OZT sobriety checkpoints and concentrated patrols.  Drivers who are checked will receive brochures about the life-saving campaign, but motorists who are driving while impaired will be arrested.

The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) is mobilizing officers from more than 500 law enforcement agencies throughout the state for OZT duty from Friday, June 25 through Monday, July 5, 2004.  And while OZT mobilizations are underway in Georgia, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) will be sponsoring similar life-saving campaigns on roadways across the Southeast and the nation.  
“We’re targeting periods when impaired driving and July 4th holiday travel on state roadways are historically the highest,” GOHS Director Bob Dallas said.  “We enforce OZT because drunk and drugged drivers in Georgia cause an average of 530 deaths every year.  Impaired drivers here cause more than a third of the total traffic fatalities.” 

OZT is supported by the Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police, the Georgia Sheriff’s Association and the Georgia State Patrol.  GOHS Director Dallas said, “We’re proud to support our dedicated traffic safety partners during this wave of OZT enforcement.”   
                                  

The July 4th holiday OZT campaign is part of the One Hundred Days of Summer Heat initiative launched by the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety in time for the Memorial Day holiday.  Summer Heat will run through the end of the Labor Day holiday travel period in September.  Law enforcement officers will be patrolling the state’s roadways all summer long during the Summer Heat campaign to raise driver awareness about the deadly consequences of speed, drunk and drugged driving, and failure to use safety belts and child restraints.

GOHS Director Dallas said there are several simple things you can do to protect your loved ones on the road this summer.  “If you see a drunk driver, call law enforcement.  If you plan to drink, don’t drive.  If you plan to party choose a designated driver.”  Director Dallas cautioned drivers to always wear their safety belt and make sure all their passengers are buckled up too.  Said Dallas,  “During the 100 Days of Summer Heat, if you don’t keep an eye on driver safety, we’ll keep an eye on you.”  For more information about Operation Zero Tolerance and the One Hundred Days of Summer Heat campaign, visit the GOHS website at www.gahighwaysafety.org.
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