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BUCKLE-UP!  ..FOR A CLICK IT OR TICKET UPDATE!

MORE GEORGIANS WEARING SAFETY BELTS..

..BUT MORE USE COULD SAVE MORE LIVES
 (Atlanta)   The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety has released encouraging statistics that show Georgia’s safety belt use is up for the year 2004.  A survey conducted for the State of Georgia indicates a 2.2-percent increase in the number of drivers and passengers using their safety belts here.  GOHS Director Bob Dallas said that puts Georgia’s statewide usage rate at 86.7-percent.    The GOHS Director made the announcement at the Georgia International Convention Center during today’s annual GOHS Governor’s Challenge Awards. 

     The official results come from Occupant Safety studies conducted in May 2004, immediately following Georgia’s Click It Or Ticket public education and enforcement campaign. Last year, the official safety belt usage rate across Georgia was measured at 84.5 percent.  Georgia’s 2004 compliance numbers are expected to be the highest in the South and will be reported to federal highway safety experts at the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

      Director Dallas said, “While this is a substantial improvement that has Georgia leading the Southeastern United States in safety belt usage rates, our goal remains to have every Georgia driver and passenger buckled-up. The simple truth remains that the best vaccine for surviving a car crash is a buckled safety belt.”  

      Dallas said, “Our long-term objective is to continue to educate the driving public about this life-saving safety belt campaign. GOHS and Georgia law enforcement agencies share a common goal with our partners at NHTSA to increase safety belt use in this state to 90% or better by the year 2008.  Together, we want to reduce hundreds of needless traffic fatalities in Georgia.”

     Every year, GOHS hosts the Governor’s Challenge Awards to recognize the  efforts of Georgia police and sheriff’s agencies to save lives through innovative highway safety programs and enforcement campaigns.  “I am truly proud of the efforts of our law enforcement partners, “ said the GOHS Director. 
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