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May 24th through September 6th, 2004

Highway Safety Crackdown On SPEED!!

METRO ATLANTA INTERSTATE

 ENFORCEMENT UNDERWAY 

(ATLANTA) Today the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety again warned drivers all across Georgia to put the brakes on their high-speed driving habits after local law enforcement turned-up the H.E.A.T. around Metro Atlanta Interstate Highways on Tuesday, June 1st, to begin a major speed crackdown here.  

As patrol cars concentrated radar and laser enforcement around the Atlanta Perimeter, motorists caught speeding in double-digits were experiencing “ticket-shock” throughout the Metro Atlanta Interstate System.  “The 100 Days of Summer H.E.A.T.” are underway in Atlanta and around the state,” said GOHS Director Robert Dallas.  “And this was just the first day of the Metro Interstate Enforcement Mobilization.”

As scheduled, officers from metro area law enforcement agencies in seven counties have been operating concentrated patrols throughout the Atlanta Interstate System wherever it runs through their jurisdictions.  “We’re going to turn up the H.E.A.T. on any vehicle that has wheels and speeds,” GOHS Director Dallas warned.  “Police are patrolling for speeding motorcycles and commercial truckers too.”
With only preliminary citation totals reported from Tuesday, Metro Area police agencies wrote 412 speeding tickets, 135 safety belt and child restraint violations, apprehended five fugitives, recovered one stolen car and sent three DUI’s to jail during enforcement efforts around Metro Atlanta Interstates.

 “You’ll never know when and you’ll never know where the H.E.A.T. will be,” said Director Dallas, “But this summer, officers will be out in strength writing tickets for speed, aggressive driving, safety belt violations and DUI during this Metro Interstate Enforcement Mobilization.”  

(MORE MORE MORE)
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“H.E.A.T.” stands for “Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic.”   The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety launched the crackdown on summer speeders after seeing the latest data that identifies “unsafe and illegal speed” among the top three causes of fatality crashes in Georgia.  New research shows motor vehicle crash fatalities in Georgia actually outnumber the murder rate here by three-to-one.

“Our message to Georgia drivers is that buckling-up and driving sober unquestionably saves lives, but excessive speed has become the newest deadly threat to everyone on the road in Georgia,” said Director Dallas.   “So, every time you put the pedal to the metal, you’d better be prepared to put your signature on a ticket and then on a check to pay the fines.   That’s what Summer H.E.A.T. will mean to speeders.”

The Summer H.E.A.T. Metro Interstate Enforcement Mobilization is a highway safety initiative coordinated between the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety and the Metro Atlanta Traffic Enforcement Network, called MATEN. The MATEN Network includes metro Atlanta law enforcement agencies in Cobb, Clayton, Dekalb, Fayette, Fulton, Gwinnett and Henry Counties.

The multi-jurisdictional traffic law enforcement campaign is scheduled to stretch from Memorial Day through the Fourth of July and on past the September Labor Day Holiday.  Director Dallas said Summer H.E.A.T. will be tougher and last longer than any enforcement campaign ever put on the road by the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.

Said Dallas, “It’s the most ambitious highway safety initiative ever attempted in this state.  For years, local officers and sensible drivers have shared concerns that speed was spiraling out of control on Atlanta’s Interstates.”

“That’s why one of our goals is to modify the behavior of any driver who thinks they can’t be stopped here unless they’re hitting speeds of eighty or better.  Another goal of Summer H.E.A.T.—prevent crashes and save lives,” said Dallas.

The June 1st Metro Interstate Enforcement Mobilization was just the first of many already planned for Atlanta’s Interstates. Visit the GOHS website at www.gahighwaysafety.org for a look at Summer H.E.A.T. enforcement efforts in your area.
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