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GEORGIA LAW ENFORCEMENT TAKES TOP HONORS

IN I.A.C.P. NATIONAL CHALLENGE AWARDS

Atlanta Police, Georgia State Patrol & Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office All First Place Winners

(ATLANTA)   Ten Georgia police and sheriffs’ agencies have emerged as national winners in the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) National Law Enforcement Challenge.  The official announcement was made at the Georgia International Convention Center this month, where more than 400 police and deputies from 41 state and local law enforcement agencies were recognized for their excellence on the job.

       Rick Larson, liaison for the International Association of Chiefs of Police, was on hand to make the presentations to this year’s Georgia law enforcement agency winners that were judged in national categories determined by the size of their departments. When the categories were tallied, three first place winners were from the State of Georgia:

       The Atlanta Police Department took First Place in the National Chief’s Challenge for Category Police-8, the Georgia State Patrol took First Place in the National Chief’s Challenge for Category State Police-3, and the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office took First Place In the National Chief’s Challenge in Category Sheriff-5.  

      The City of Adel Police Department was awarded Third Place for Category Police-2.  The City of Valdosta Police Department was the national winner in the Technology Category, while Metro Atlanta law enforcement agencies participating in the “Metro HEAT” project were awarded Third Place in the Multi-Jurisdictional Category.

      The Taliaferro County Sheriff’s Office took Second Place in the National Chief’s Challenge for Category Sheriff-1.  The Franklin County Sheriff’s Office took Second Place for Category Sheriff-2.  The Tift County Sheriff’s Office took Second Place for Category Sheriff-3 and the Hall County Sheriff’s Office took Third Place for Category Sheriff-6.
       Georgia’s Sheriffs also placed well in a new program begun specifically by the National Sheriff’s Association (NSA) this year to bring recognition to Sheriff’s Offices that made entries in the National Law Enforcement Challenge.
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     Juan Cardona, liaison for the National Sheriff’s Association, personally made the presentations to this year’s Georgia winners.  The Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office was also awarded the First Place National winner of the NSA’s Traffic Safety Category.  Turner County Sheriff’s Office took First Place in the NSA Impaired Driving Enforcement Category.

     The highest and most prestigious national recognition presented by the International Association of Chiefs of Police is the J. Stannard Baker Award.  This award is presented solely to individuals, and only to those with a lifetime of law enforcement achievement in highway safety.   In 2004,  the J. Stannard Baker Award will be received by veteran Georgia law enforcement officer Luther Hires from the City of Jesup Police Department.   In addition to working traffic enforcement in his community of Jesup, Georgia, Lt. Luther Hires serves as 

the local Coordinator for the Coastal Area Traffic Enforcement Network coordinated by the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.

     Law enforcement agencies from twenty-seven states entered the IACP National Challenge this year.   Georgia’s entries were considered in competition with three hundred-and-seven other departments.   “We’re honored to have ten national winners,” said Bob Dallas, Director of the Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.  “I am truly proud of the efforts of our law enforcement officers.”

     The Annual IACP National Law Enforcement Challenge recognizes the efforts of law enforcement agencies to increase safety belt usage, slow down speeders and reduce impaired and aggressive driving.   Agencies are judged on their highway safety officer training, public information and education efforts, innovative highway safety programs, and enforcement.

     Georgia’s National Winners will receive their awards at the IACP Conference in Los Angeles, California in November.
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