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GOHS Hosts Hands Across The Border Aug 29 thru Sept 3, 2004

NEIGHBORING STATES JOIN GEORGIA TO

 ENFORCE OPERATION ZERO TOLERANCE 






WHAT

13TH ANNUAL HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER-2004 ZERO TOLERANCE ENFORCEMENT CAMPAIGN & MEDIA EVENT SCHEDULE 

 STATEWIDE PHOTO-OPS

(ATLANTA)  For six days leading up to the Labor Day holiday weekend, the Georgia State Patrol and local police and sheriff’s deputies will participate in the13th Annual Hands Across the Border highway safety awareness campaign.  Georgia law enforcement will join their partners from bordering states Alabama, Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee in a major southeastern Zero Tolerance enforcement effort. 






WHEN

Sunday, August 29 through Friday, September 3rd, 2004






WHY

*           Almost 18-thousand people are killed and 500-thousand injured each year as a result of impaired driving nationwide. In Georgia, one-out-of- three crash deaths is alcohol-related.
*                 On average, twenty-nine people die in motor vehicle crashes in Georgia each week.  In 2002 alone, more than 1500 people died in crashes on Georgia roadways.  
*                 The highest contributing factor for Georgia’s fatal accident rate was Driver Lost Control.   Unsafe or Illegal Speed and Alcohol or Drug Involved were the number two and three highest contributing factors.






WHERE

All Hands Across the Border (HATB) media events will begin at the Georgia Welcome Centers at 10:00 AM unless otherwise noted.

All Sobriety Checkpoints (SCP) will begin at 8:00 PM unless otherwise noted.

All Interstate Speed Enforcement initiatives will begin at 1:00 PM unless otherwise noted.

Motorists who stop at road checks and Visitors Centers in Georgia and bordering states will receive seatbelt, child safety seat, and impaired driving brochures from law enforcement and volunteers.

HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER MEDIA ADVISORY

STATEWIDE PHOTO-OPS

Sunday, August 29, 2004

8:00 PM- SCP-Columbus/Phoenix City- 13th Street Bridge. (GA/ALA)

8:00 PM- SCP-Savannah- Savannah River Bridge- US 17 (GA/SC)

Monday, August 30, 2004

10:00 AM- HATB Columbus- I-185 (GA/ALA)

10:00 AM- HATB Savannah- I-95 (GA/SC)

8:00 PM- SCP- Augusta- 13th Street Bridge (GA/SC)

Tuesday, August 31, 2004 

10:00 AM (Ala. Time)- HATB- Highway 231, Alabama Welcome Center, Outside Dothan, Ala./Campbellton, Fla. (FL/ALA/GA)

10:00 AM HATB- Augusta I-20 (GA/SC)

8:00 PM SCP- US 319 at Florida line (GA/FLA)

8:00 PM SCP- US 441 at North Carolina line (GA/NC)

Wednesday, September 1, 2004

9:00 AM-Crash Reenactment-Lawton Chiles High School, Tallahassee, Fla., US 319.

10:00 AM- HATB- Lawton Chiles High School, US 319, Conclude on Georgia Side at JB’s Barbeque. (GA/FLA)

10:00 AM- HATB- US 441 Georgia/North Carolina (GA/NC)

1:00 PM- Speed Enforcement Initiative, US 319- Tifton, Ga. to Florida Coast. (GA/FLA)

8:00 PM- SCP- Valdosta Area (GA/FLA)

8:00 PM- SCP- Dade County Area. (GA/TN)

HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER MEDIA ADVISORY

STATEWIDE PHOTO-OPS

Thursday, September 2, 2004

10:00 AM- HATB- I-75, Lake Park (GA/FLA)

10:00 AM- HATB- I-75, Tennessee Welcome Center, Conclude at Georgia Welcome Center. (GA/TN)

1:00 PM- Speed Enforcement Initiative, I-75- Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Florida.

8:00 PM- SCP- Camden County Area  (GA/FLA)

8:00 PM- SCP- Carrolton Area (GA/ALA)

Friday, September 3, 2004

10:00 AM- HATB- I-95- Florida Welcome Center, Conclude at the Georgia Welcome Center. (GA/FLA)

10:00 AM- HATB- I-20, Carroll County. (GA/ALA)

1:00 PM- Speed Enforcement Initiative, I-95-North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida.

Traffic collisions cost Georgians billions of dollars each year in higher insurance premiums, medical costs and lost productivity.  This year, the Hands Across the Border campaign is part of the “One Hundred Days of Summer HEAT” initiative sponsored by the Georgia Governor's Office of Highway Safety to raise awareness about the deadly consequences of speed, drunk and drugged driving, and failure to use safety belts and child restraints.

For more information, visit the GOHS website at www.gahighwaysafety.org or call your local law enforcement agency and ask how you can make a difference in your community.
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For more information:


Jim Shuler, GOHS Public Affairs Dir


404-656-6996 or 888-420-0767
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