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GEORGIA LAW ENFORCEMENT HONORED AT GOHS 

GOVERNOR’S CHALLENGE AWARDS

MESSAGE TO GEORGIA OFFICERS: YOU ARE THE FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE AGAINST TERRORISM

(ATLANTA) More than 400 traffic enforcement officers attended the GOHS Governor’s Challenge Awards in Atlanta this month to hear a renewed call for vigilance from the state’s  top guardian of Homeland Security.   Georgia’s Homeland Security Director Bill Hitchens told a record crowd of State Troopers, police, and sheriff’s deputies that theirs is a growing responsibility to be “first-preventers” as well as “first-responders,” to detect and deter acts of terrorism in America. “Vigilance against terrorism requires looking beyond the tag and the ticket,” said Homeland Security Director Hitchens.

    “It’s the local law enforcement officer who historically has been instrumental in helping America catch terrorists like Timothy McVeigh and Eric Robert Rudolph, while our officers  were performing what the public calls ‘routine police-work’,” said Director Hitchens.  “As a retired State Trooper, I recognize that high visibility traffic enforcement is now more important than ever before.”    

    “High Visibility Traffic Enforcement is what the annual Governor’s Challenge Awards are all about,” said Bob Dallas, Director of the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety.  “GOHS hosts the Governor’s Challenge awards each year to recognize the efforts of Georgia law enforcement agencies as they increase safety belt usage, slow down speeders and reduce impaired and aggressive driving.” This year’s awards were held at the Georgia International Convention Center, as state news media provided coverage of the event.

    Through several years of the Governor’s Challenge Awards, GOHS has encouraged state and local law enforcement agencies to step-up enforcement of life-saving programs in their communities.  Participating agencies are judged on their highway safety officer training, public information-and-education efforts, innovative highway safety programs, and enforcement.

    This year, GOHS sent-off entries from fifty-seven Georgia agency applicants to the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) for the judging.  “We’re honored to have so many participating law enforcement agencies,” said GOHS Director Bob Dallas.
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    Forty-one law enforcement agencies from across Georgia were declared eligible for the GOHS grand prize— to drive-away in a brand new, fully-equipped law enforcement vehicle.  This year, as the winning agency at the Challenge Awards, the Hall County Sheriff’s Office received a 2004 Ford “Governor’s Challenge” Expedition to serve the citizens of their community.  (No Georgia taxpayer dollars were spent on the vehicle presented at the Governor’s Challenge Awards.  The vehicle and all its special equipment were donated by corporate partners who support Georgia’s life-saving traffic enforcement programs.)  

   Other eligible agencies were recognized for their excellence on the job with awards of 
digital on-board video camera systems for their patrol cars, or the latest lasers or radar units for use with their traffic enforcement operations.  “I am truly proud of the efforts of our law enforcement officers,” said GOHS Director Dallas.

    GOHS entered the winning agencies from Georgia’s Governor’s Challenge in the IACP’s National Chief’s Challenge and ten agencies from the ranks of this state’s police departments, State Patrol and sheriff’s offices received the honor of being declared winners on the national level.  Georgia’s National Winners will receive their awards at the IACP Conference in Los Angeles, California in November.

     To see how your local police or sheriff’s department ranked in the Governor’s Challenge, check the following list of this year’s winners:

Category 1 (1-10 Officers) 

1st Place
Mt. Zion Police Department

2nd Place 
Pembroke Police Department

3rd Place
Taliaferro County Sheriff’s Office

Category 2 (11-25 Officers)   

1st  Place
Adel Police Department

2nd  Place
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office

3rd  Place
Lavonia Police Department

Category 3 (26-50 Officers)

1st Place
Woodstock Police Department

2nd Place
Union City Police Department

3rd Place
Tift County Sheriff’s Office
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Category  4 (51-100 Officers)

1st  Place       Smyrna Police Department

2nd Place
Dalton Police Department

3rd Place
Gainesville Police Department

Category 5 (101-250 Officers)

1st Place
Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office

2nd Place
Clayton County Sheriff’s Office

3rd Place
Valdosta Police Department

Category 6 (251-500 Officers)

1st Place
Columbus Police Department

2nd Place
Hall County Sheriff’s Office

Category 7 (500 or more Officers)

1st Place
Gwinnett County Police Department

2nd Place
Atlanta Police Department

3rd Place
Dekalb County Police Department

Georgia State Patrol Troops

1st Place
Troop C

2nd Place
Troop G

3rd Place
Troop 1

SPECIAL AWARDS:

Category: First Time Entry Award

Suwanee Police Department

Category: Child Passenger Award

Tift County Sheriff’s Office

Category: Occupant Protection Award

Suwanee Police Department

Category: Impaired Driving Awareness Award

                  (TIE in this Category)

Gwinnett County Police Department & Turner County Sheriff’s Office
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Category: Speed Awareness Award

Dekalb County Police Department

Category:  Underage Alcohol Prevention Award

Franklin County Sheriff’s Office

Category: Technology Award

                  (TIE in this Category)

Georgia State Patrol Specialized Collision Reconstruction TEAM (SCRT)

& Valdosta Police Department

Category: Multi-jurisdictional Programs Award

Metro (Atlanta) Heat Team

Category: Traffic Enforcement Network Award

Middle Georgia Traffic Enforcement Network (MGTEN)

Category: Governor’s Cup Award

     This year, GOHS added a new award to the Governor’s Challenge program, called the “Governor’s Cup.”  The Governor’s Cup will be presented each year to the traffic enforcement agency that received the highest score of all applicants and the “Cup” will be transferred each year to the incoming champion. The 2004 Governor’s Cup was awarded to the City of Adel Police Department for scoring 133 points out of a possible 150 total.

   “Thanks for all you do to save lives on Georgia roadways and in your communities,” said Director Dallas at the presentations.  The Directors and Staff of the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety offer congratulations to all of Georgia’s Traffic Enforcement winners and encourage all Georgia law enforcement agencies to enter applications for the 2005 Governor’s Challenge. 
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