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LETTER TO THE EDITOR:




                                              04 June, 2004

GEORGIA’S TITANIC HIGHWAY DEATH TOLL

One-thousand, six-hundred and nine deaths.   It’s a number akin to the disastrous death toll of the sinking of the Titanic in 1912.  And yet, this measure of human suffering is a current count, a consequence of motoring in the new millennium.  From numbers reported in Titanic proportions, it’s the projected fatality count on Georgia highways from the year 2003.  

Over the past decade, the number of people killed on Georgia’s roadways each year approaches the manifest of missing and dead from the turn-of-the-century tragedy called the Titanic. The economic and health care costs alone, added up to a staggering $7.85 billion for Georgians in 2002, because of those crashes, injuries and deaths.

The modern tragedy lies in the fact that the cause of these deaths is predictable and therefore, preventable:  

*Sixty-two percent of Georgia highway fatalities involved drivers and passengers who did not wear a safety belt.

*Thirty-five percent were alcohol-related.

*And unsafe or illegal speed was actually cited here more than alcohol in crash deaths.   

Additional documentation shows metro-Atlanta has the highest average interstate speeds, not only in the south, but anywhere in the country.  Working with more than 500 public safety agencies to counter these tragic losses, the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety has launched a sustained roadway safety campaign called the “100 Days Of Summer H.E.A.T.” throughout the State of Georgia.  H.E.A.T. stands for “Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic.”

This life-saving H.E.A.T. initiative began May 24th with the “Operation Click It Or Ticket” occupant safety campaign and continues during the July Fourth and Labor Day holiday periods with “Operation Zero Tolerance” impaired driving mobilizations.

Throughout the summer, officers will enforce Georgia’s safety belt, child restraint, impaired driving and speed laws.  Using road checks and concentrated patrols, they’ll turn up the H.E.A.T. on any vehicle that has wheels and speeds.  Coordinated with this unprecedented enforcement effort, GOHS will broadcast statewide public safety messages to educate the public. The goal is not about writing more tickets, it’s about improving driver safety to reduce crash deaths in Georgia.  

When you drive, adults should wear safety belts and kids should be secured into car seats and booster seats.  Buckling up is still the best vaccine to prevent serious crash injuries or death for adults and kids.

When you drink, the best way to prevent impaired driving is not to drive at all.  Plan ahead.  Have a designated driver.  And the best way to eliminate speed as a contributing factor in crash deaths is to follow the speed limits.

Failure to follow these basic safety steps is sure to bring on the H.E.A.T. from law enforcement this summer.  Remember, “100 Days Of Summer H.E.A.T.” is not about the weather, it is about saving lives on Georgia’s roadways.  Anything less than safe driving is like “rearranging the deck chairs on the Titanic.”
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